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companion and when he has created everything and every-
thing he knows ?" * "They say, "The Merciful'has taken to
Himself a son5; ye have brought a monstrous thing! The
heavens wellnigh burst asunder thereat, and the earth is
riven, and the mountains fall down broken, that they attrib-
ute to the Merciful a son! there is none in the heavens or
in the earth but conies to the Merciful as a servant/5 2 To
the Moslem of to-day the affirmation of the divine pater-
nity, in any form, is equally repugnant. " We are all God's
children/1 I once said in attempted consolation of a noble
old man who had met with a loss in his family—the family, I
may add, of Khaled, the sword of God, who conquered
Syria for Islam. "No/' he gently reprimanded me? "not
God's children: God's servants—God's slaves."
The names Son of God, sons of God, thus, were emphati-
cally rejected by Mohammed. But it is fair to ask whether
he was merely obsessed or hypnotized, by nomenclature.
Did he indicate a filial relationship indirectly under other
terms? For the idea is expressed in the Old Testament
indirectly as well as directly. Note, for example, the ex-
quisite metaphor in the Song of Moses: "As an eagle
stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings, so
the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange God
with him." 3 To such tender words as these I am bound to
say I can find no parallel in the Koran. Allah is indeed the
Merciful, the Compassionate, the Faithful, the Forgiver,
the Guardian, the Guide, the Patient, an Excellent Help,
but these titles are not the exclusive attributes of fatherhood
they may belong to sovereign, master, teacher as well. In
one passage God is termed the Loving,4 but the idea is in
general subordinated to other conceptions. Here are some
instances: "God loves the kind." 5 "God loves those who
fear/7 8 "Verily to those who believe and act aright, verily
the Merciful will give love."7 " Verily God loves the just/'8
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6	III, 128.	8IX, 4.
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